
Advise Taskforce Languages, Cultures and Regional studies 

Summary 

The advice of the taskforce consists out of three coherent propositions: 

(1) Make the rich offer of languages durable by organizing the language education in four main themes. 

With a corresponding matrix a ca. 25% reduction of costs is possible. 

(2) Besides that there should be a broader major that intensively uses the language education. 

(3) Aim language acquisition education in such a way that the unique program Amsterdam offers will be 

more visible and have a higher efficiency.  

Other Dutch Universities 

The taskforce looked at the way other universities serve potential students with an interest in language. 

We distinguish two ‘models’. On one hand there’s universities who strongly reduced their language 

majors or ended them and instead of that offer one or multiple broad BA’s (examples are the VU and the 

RUG). On the other side there are universities that keep (An important part of) their language majors and 

besides that develop a broad major within which a student kan focus on a language and/or region 

(examples are the UL and the UU). Judging by student influx the second model is more successful. The 

taskforce advises to develop a variation to the complementary model unique to Amsterdam. In other 

words: Language education in a new fashion, with besides that a broad major within which language 

education plays an important part.  

 

1. Languages in a new style 

The wide array of languages available is one of the strong points of the UvA. In order to exploit this 

strong point in a durable way the way languages are taught will have to be revised. 

The taskforce proposes to do this by means of a matrixmodel with on the one axis the separate 

languages and on the other axis for theme lines. We are thinking of: (1) Literature, text and media (2) 

Linguistics (3) Politics and society and (4) translating. 

A possible fifth theme could be didactics and education. Majors can be offered from one side of the 

matrix or the other. In order to underline the richness of languages the taskforce adcises to present 

language majors as a whole (with their own BA credit), With the possibility of certain theme lines being 

offered as independent majors. (it says for ‘example ALW and ATW’ but I don’t know what those 

abbreviations stand for so I cannot translate them.)   

The essence of the model remains their integration with language education. We advise to organize as 

many languages as possible by means of this matrix. We expect that this means for just about three of 

the smaller languages that they will no longer be offered as a independent BA.  

The taskforce discussed varying matrix models and calculated that by means of this model there will be a 

reduction in costs of 20-25%.  

  



2. ‘International Studies’ Amsterdam style 

In order to also make the language education attractive to new groups of students the taskforce 

proposes to besides that create a broad bachelor modeled after the International studies bachelor in 

Leiden. Different from European Studies the studypaths within this new bachelor will be characterized by 

a regional perspective. Based on a general part the student chooses a region specialization; one or 

multiple languages will be a mandatory part in optimal interaction between the education programs of 

language majors and the new Bachelor.   

 

3. Language aquisition new style 

When it comes to language acquisition the advice of the taskforce consists of four parts.  

(1) Make sure that language acquisition courses are followed by more students (Also outside of the 

Faculty of Humanities) and with a higher success rate. Aim for a position as a provider of academic , 

language acquisition education in Amsterdam, founded in specific language bachelors.   

(2) Emphasis the unique academic quality of the language education in Amsterdam by a further 

integration of culture and language acquisition.  

(3) Create a clear and attractive web showcase for the language acquisition education. 

(4) Where possible extend the language acquisition education using modern digital tools. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Given the limited time the taskfoce focussed on which bachelors should be offered at the UvA. Other 

important issues (think of succes rates) deserve independent attention. Besides that we consciously 

chose for an advice based on rough outlines. The fillinf in of the details will have to be done by follow-up 

commissions created by the faculty. The members of this commission are willing to share the insights of 

the discussions that eventually produced this advice with such follow-up commissions. 

 

Appendices 

  

1. members and assignment taskforce languages, cultures and regionstudies 

 

This taskforce consits of the following members: 

Kiki Boomgaard (secretary) 

Matthijs Engelberts 

Frans Grijzenhout 

Janneke Kalsbeek 

Nynke van Leeuwen (student-member) 

Manon van der Laaken 

Renée Peereboom (student-member) 

Carlos Reijnen 



Ronald de Rooij 

Karel van der Toorn (president) 

Arjen Versloot 

 

The board gave the taskforce assignments such as: ‘in what way do we engrain the languages in a flexible 

Construction of our bachelors? What are, given the success of international studies in Leiden, and given 

the experiences in Groningen and at the VU, the DO’s and DON’Ts? How will we make sure that the 

programs that are being developed vor the languages will be equipped accordingly, so that both students 

with a specific interest in a language and literature and students with an interest in a broader 

regional/cultural orientation will find what they need? Where can we differentiate between the 

languages?  

 

 2. models in offering languages 

The VU stopped offering separate language bachelors since September 2013. Students who are interested 

in a language related bachelor can go to the already existing BA Communication and information 

sciences and the new broad BA literature and society. At the VU the Bachelors English language and 

culture ( average influx of 43 students) and linguistics (average influx of 19 students) partly were 

absorbed by the already existing BA Comunication and information sciences. The Bachelor Literature 

science (average influx of 7 students) and English language and culture were partially absorbed by the 

new broad BA literature and society. All language bachelors together had a student influx of 68 students 

in 2012. Literature and society only got an influx of 16 in 2013 and communication and information 

sciences only got 5 more students than the year before. (88 in total) 

 

At the RUG students could only follow English language and culture starting September 2013, all other 

languages were continued in the new broad BA European languages and cultures. Within the bachelor 

one can choose from the following languages: German, English, French, Italian, Russian, Spanish and 

Swedish. Also will the student choose one of the following three profiles: Europe: Language and society, 

Europe: Culture and literature or Europe: Politic and society. In the third year there is a mandatory period 

abroad. In Groningen the incflux of students was very promising in 2013, but in 2014 the numbers 

dropped. For further reading: 

http://www.ukrant.nl/magazine/letteren-staat-op-instorten 

 

The university of Leiden offers since 2012, besides specific language bachelors, the broad BA International 

studies. Within the English spoken bachelor students choose a specific region and langiage in which they 

follow courses every year. Students can choose from: Mandarin, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Portugese, 

Arabian, French, Spanish, Russian, Hindi, Indonesian, Swahili. Persian, Turkish, Hebrew, African, German 

and Italian are only offered by popular demand. The bachelor has a mutual first semester with courses 

such as global history and configurint the world. Also in the rest of the BA mutual courses are followed. 

The Bachelor attracted 371 students in 2012 and 484 in 2013. The influx in all language bachelors rose 

from 271 in 2012 to 357 in 2013. 

  



At the University of Utrecht, where one can also follow specific language bachelors, the student of the 

broad BA Language- and culture studies chooses a foreign language. He/she can choose from Arabic, 

German, English, French, Italian, Celtic, Dutch and Spanish. Besides that the student chooses a 

specialization in their second year (for example film and television sciences, modern linguistics or religion 

and culture). 

Language- and culturestudies at the UU had an influx of 195 students in 2011, in 2012 one of 150 and in 

2013 one of 256. The language bachelors had in some cases a slight decrease in influx in 2013 or a 

increase. In other cases the influx stayed the same.i 

                                                           
i
 When there are influx numbers mentioned it concerns fulltime first year students. Regardless of if these students 
have previously studied and/or have been registered for a different bachelor. The data come from UvA data. 
 


